
Content and Curriculum Progression
Geography

"The study of Geography is more than just memorising places on a map. It's about
understanding the complexity of our world.“

Barak Obama



Autumn Spring Summer

Y1 Our Country - countries and cities Wonderful Weather - weather around the
world

Seaside Towns - comparative study

Locational Knowledge
Name and locate the 4 countries of the UK and
capital cities. Draw and label pictures and simple
maps to show location.
Place Knowledge
Express own views about different regions and
countries of the UK. Study pictures and videos of
the different localities. Ask questions e.g. What is it
like to live in this place? How is this place different
from the place where I live?
Human and Physical geography
Use geographical vocabulary to refer to key physical
features e.g. coast, forest, mountain. Use
geographical vocabulary to refer to human features
e.g. City, town, village farm, street, field
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Know the 4 points of the compass. Make a simple
map. Use directional language

Locational Knowledge
Revise the 4 countries of the UK. Name the 7
continents of the world. Use maps and a globe to
identify the continents. Understand that a map and
a globe show the same things. Draw and label
pictures to show location
Place Knowledge
Ask questions e.g. What is it like to live in this
place? How is this place different from the place
where I live? How is the weather different? Does
this have an impact on lifestyle? Draw pictures to
show how places are different and write a
comparison
Human and Physical geography
Name some types of weather and describe weather
associated with the 4 seasons. Ask questions about
the weather and seasons.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Observe and record the weather e.g draw pictures
of the weather at different times of he year, keep a
record of how many times it rains in a week / month

Locational Knowledge
Revisit the 7 continents of the world. Use maps and
a globe to identify coasts and inland areas. Find
Australia on a globe and then on a map.
Place Knowledge
Ask what it is like in Australia. Express own views
about comparative places. Make comparisons
between UK and Australia seasides. Study pictures
and videos of the two different localities.
Human and Physical geography
What is the coast? Are there human features that
are only found there? What are the common
physical features found at the seaside?Label
diagrams.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Revisit the 4 points of the compass and describe
locations using directional language. Make a simple
map. Use photos to locate places on a map of a
seaside area. Complete a local area walk and take
photos of interesting things - can we place those on
a simple map of the local area?

Vocab 4 point compass, environment, atlas, patterns,
Northern Ireland, Ireland, wales, Scotland, England,
port, office, farm, factory, town, city, valley, soil, river,
ocean, sea, mountain, hill, forest, cliff

Globe, atlas, weather, winter, autumn, summer,
spring, season,

North Pole, South Pole, Australia, ocean, sea,
coast, cliff. Beach, soil



Y2 Magical mapping - local area study Wonderful World - continents and oceans

Locational Knowledge
Locate the local area on a UK map. Use atlases to
find region, county and town.
Place Knowledge
Use aerial photographs to identify areas in the local
area. Compare aerial photographs and simple plans
of the school grounds.
Human and Physical geography
Make comparisons between our local area and
other places they have visited or studied. Introduce
London and the differences as an introduction
ahead of summer term History study (GFoL). Use
geographical vocabulary to describe human feature
in greater detail.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Create plan views of areas of the school grounds /
walk to school. Design your own symbols for a
simple map of the local area. Walk the local area
and mark journeys on a simple map, matched with
photographs.

Locational Knowledge
Name and locate the 7 continents. Name and locate
the 5 oceans using maps and globes.
Place Knowledge
What similarities and differences can they
remember between the UK and Australia? What
reasons can they think of to explain why they are so
different?
Human and Physical geography
Use vocabulary of physical geography to describe
the locations of the different continents. Explore the
difference between an ocean and a sea. Recognise
and describe a range of physical features
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use a range of physical and human geography
vocabulary when writing comparisons. Use the
terms to describe differences in lifestyle between
continents and regions. Recognise that humans
have a choice in their lifestyle.

GFoL whole term study

Vocab City, town, village, England, Scotland, Wales,
Ireland, Northern Ireland, United Kingdom, map,
aerial view, bird’s eye view, plan view, symbol, local
area, 4 point compass

Season, spring, summer, autumn, winter, Europe,
Africa, Asia, North America, Asia, South America,
Antarctica, Australasia/Oceania, Atlantic ocean,
Indian ocean, pacific ocean, Arctic ocean, Southern
ocean, climate, environment



Y3 Mapping the UK - introducing OS maps European Countries - volcanoes and
mountains

Locational Knowledge
Use an index to locate countries, cities and
landmarks using an atlas. Locate countries, cities
and landmarks using Google Maps and on a globe.
Identify physical features using a topographical map
- linking colour key to height above sea level.
Place Knowledge
Identify differences and similarities between areas
and regions of the UK through looking at maps,
atlases and satellite images. Make detailed maps
using a key.
Human and Physical geography
Explain how humans use physical geographical
features for a variety of purposes.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use the 8 points of a compass, including a key on a
map using common OS symbols. Follow a journey
using computer mapping - Google Maps.

Romans - whole term study Locational Knowledge
Identify physical features using a topographical map
- linking colour key to height above sea level.
Place Knowledge
Compare both physical and human features of
England and France / Switzerland. Understand
geographical similarities and differences through the
study of human and physical differences through the
study of human and physical differences between
the mountains of the UK and the mountains of
Europe. Identify Sicily as an island in Europe and
the sea it sits in.
Human and Physical geography
Locate mountains in the UK and Europe. Locate Mt
Etna in Sicily. Label diagrams and pictures using the
correct vocabulary for mountains and volcanoes.
Describe the creation and structure of a volcano.
Explain how humans use physical geographical
features for a variety of purposes.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Collect data using surveys and present it in a bar
chart.

Vocab England, Scotland, Wales, Ireland, Northern Ireland,
United Kingdom, Britain, map. Aerial view, bird’s eye
view, plan view, symbol, local area, country,
continent, global, topographical, Ordnance Survey
map, navigate,

United Kingdom, Britain, map. Aerial view, bird’s eye
view, plan view, country, continent, global
Physical, human, topographical, climate,
environment, key, land use, landscape, equator,
hemisphere, longitude, latitude

Y4 Mapping - Counties, Cities and Rivers -
local area study

Rainforests - why are they so important
and what is Fair Trade?

Egyptians - whole term study Locational Knowledge
Revise UK countries and cities, discuss and identify
their key features and landscapes. How do we know
these areas were lived in before (x ref history)
Place Knowledge
Explore local area through use of different methods
and note the high level of waterways in the

Locational Knowledge
Locate the world’s countries (S America in relation
to the UK), environmental regions, key physical and
human characteristics, countries, major cities and
climate zones. Describe their location in relation to
the equator, tropics, hemispheres and poles. Be
able to describe the location of the equator. Use



immediate area. Discuss possible reasons for this
and gather children’s local knowledge.
Human and Physical geography
Examine the importance of waterways to the
development of British industry and growth of
different settlements. Study the settlement pattern
for Tring and the 10 mile radius around the town.
Study settlement patterns around the Thames and
Amazon.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Build an understanding of the features of the local
area through use of maps, aerial photography and
digital mapping.

language of latitude and longitude.
Place Knowledge
Understand similarities and differences between a
region of the UK (Tring/Home counties/Thames
river) and a region of South America. Compare and
give reasons for different lifestyles.
Human and Physical geography
Describe generalised differences in climate zones.
Explore the impact of human activities on the
regions with rainforests. What trade and economic
impact does this lead to - focus on one tropical area
only.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use maps, atlases, digital mapping to locate and
describe countries, areas, regions and zones. Use
the 8 points of the compass. Use 4 figure grid
references to talk about OS maps and atlas maps.
Know that colours are used on maps to show
different physical zones.

Vocab Aerial view, bird’s eye view, plan view, symbol, local
area, canal, trade links, settlement, Ordnance
Survey map, land use, navigate, lifestyle,
distribution

Natural resources, trade links, settlement, 8 point
compass, land use, landscape, equator,
hemisphere, longitude, latitude, South America,
regions, climate zone, Tropics, Polar regions,
lifestyle, distribution

Y5 North and South America - mapping skills
and biomes

Rivers and the Water Cycle

Anglo-Saxons & vikings - whole term study Locational Knowledge
Locate physical geographical features on a
map,locate N and S America, identify environmental
regions, key physical and human characteristics,
countries and major cities. Understand how time
zones are shown on a map.
Place Knowledge
Understand geographical similarities and
differences of the UK Thames river and the Amazon
river within Brazil. Describe how physical
geography influences the day to day life of
inhabitants of an area, explain how the river impacts
or improves life for nearby population.

Locational Knowledge
Locate previously studied rivers in an atlas and on a
local map, identify physical and human
characteristics of the local area and contrasting
area with a river
Place Knowledge
Explain how rivers can impact the day to day lives
of inhabitants and link to settlement gro wth (xef
Anglo Saxons)
Human and Physical geography
Describe how rivers are formed. Describe and
understand the water cycle and how basic river
features are formed,



Human and Physical geography
describe how humans are impacted by both human
and physical features, and recognise that humans
can have some control over physical features.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use 6 fig grid ref, record data in a line graph,

Geographical skills and fieldwork
use less common OS symbols to show
geographical features, use fieldwork to observe,
measure, record and present the physical and
human features in the local area using sketch maps,
plans, graphs and digital technologies.

Vocab trade routes, land use patterns, N America, S
America, key characteristics, time zones, Amazon
river, Brazil, inhabitants, impact, isolation,
globalisation, positive impact, negative impact,
human impact, data, research, evidence,
environmental impact, industry, environmental
impact, industry, pollution, 8 point compass, 4 figure
grid reference, 8 figure grid reference

Rivers, waterways, canals, River Thames, Amazon
river, water cycle, formation, features, source,
waterfall, meander, mouth, estuary, spring, tributary,
fieldwork, evidence, research, observe, measure,
record, environmental impact, industry, sketch map,
plans, digital technology, pollution

Y6 What is Migration? - Comparing People
and Places

Economic Trade - natural resources, Fair
Trade and current global issues

Locational Knowledge
Compare maps over time, identifying environmental
regions, climate zones,, border and population
changes and key physical characteristics.
Place Knowledge
Link knowledge of place to push and pull factors and
how this influences local, national and global
population and population changes.
Human and Physical geography
Describe types of settlement and land use, analyse
the positive and negative impact of human change
on both a local and global scale; use geographical
vocab to refer to settlement, population, migration
and migration factors; use these terms to explain the
movement of people and reasons for migration
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use latitude and longitude to describe location. Use
maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping
to locate countries and describe features. Use the 8
points of the compass, 4 and 6 fig grid refs, symbols
and keys to demonstrate knowledge of the UK and

Monarchy & Civil Rights - remainder of term study Locational Knowledge
Use knowledge of environmental regions to draw
conclusions about trade routes, economic activity
and import / export priorities.
Place Knowledge
Discuss how people and places are influenced by
the physical and human geography of a region,
country and zone, apply knowledge of place to
learn about how trade and industry impacts the local
population and whether there are global influences
on this.
Human and Physical geography
Describe types of land use, economic activity
including trade links and the distribution of natural
resources including energy, food, minerals and
water. Analyse the impact of industry and trade on a
local and a global scale. Explore a case study about
waste management and recycling on a worldwide
scale.
Geographical skills and fieldwork
Use latitude and longitude to describe location,



wider world. compare aerial photos and maps over time to
narrate the industrialisation of areas around the
globe.
Use the 8 points of the compass, 4 and 6 fig grid
refs, symbols and keys to demonstrate knowledge
of the UK and wider world.

Vocab Border, population change, local, national, global,
migration, emigration, immigration, migrant, factors,
push factor, pull factor, settlement, land use,
economic activity, positive impact, negative impact,
economic migration, forced migration, refugee,
climate change,

Environmental regions, climate zones, border, land
use, economic activity, trade links, natural
resources, positive impact, negative impact, climate
change, 8 point compass, 6 figure grid reference


