
Vocabulary Progression
Geography

"The study of Geography is more than just memorising places on a map. It's about understanding
the complexity of our world.“

Barak Obama



A range of vocabulary, topic specific (Tier 3) and building Tier 2 progressively.

Reception

inside flat playground

outside farm river

on top church right

next to museum left

behind road North

under field South

shop forest West

house pond East

Year 1

beach Autumn Australia

cliff Winter weather

coast city patterns

forest town North Pole

hill village South Pole

mountain factory atlas

sea farm globe

ocean office environment

river port 4 point compass

soil England

valley Scotland

season Wales

Spring Ireland

Summer Northern Ireland

Year 2

season map Pacific ocean

Spring aerial view Indian ocean

Summer bird’s eye view Arctic ocean

Autumn plan view Southern ocean

Winter symbol climate

city local area environment

town Europe 4 point compass



village Africa

England Asia

Scotland North America

Wales South America

Ireland Antarctica

Northern Ireland Australasia / Oceania

United Kingdom Atlantic ocean



Year 3

England physical earthquake

Scotland human tectonic plate

Wales topographical vent

Ireland climate cone

Northern Ireland environment lava

United Kingdom key fold mountain

Britain Ordnance Survey map fault mountains

map navigate block mountains

aerial view land use plateau mountains

bird’s eye view landscape change over time

plan view equator impact

symbol hemisphere 4 point compass

local area longitude 8 point compass

country latitude

continent mountain

global volcano

Year 4

aerial view Ordnance Survey map lifestyle

bird’s eye view navigate distribution

plan view land use natural resources

symbol landscape trade links

local area equator settlement

country hemisphere canals

continent longitude 8 point compass

global latitude

aerial view South America

bird’s eye view regions

plan view climate zones

symbol Tropics

local area Polar regions



Year 5

As Year 4 and also… water cycle observe

rivers formation measure

waterways features record

canals source environmental impact

trade routes waterfall industry

land use patterns meander sketch map

North America mouth plans

South America estuary digital technology

key characteristics spring pollution

time zones tributary 8 point compass

River Thames positive impact 4 figure grid reference

Amazon River negative impact 6 figure grid reference

Brazil human impact

inhabitants data

impact research

isolation evidence

globalisation fieldwork

Year 6

As previous years and… pull factor

environmental regions settlement

climate zones land use

border economic activity

population change trade links

local natural resources

national positive impact

global negative impact

migration economic migration

emigration forced migration

immigration refugee

migrant climate change

factors 8 point compass

push factor 6 figure grid references




